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elements of history and fable which appear to have blended
in his traditional character. I am content to Indicate bare
possibilities : dogmatism on such points would be in the
highest degree rash and unbecoming. Whether Osiris and
Isis were from first to last purely imaginary beings, the
ideal creations of a primitive philosophy, or whether they
were originally a real man and woman about whom after
death the myth-making fancy wove its gossamer rainbow-
tinted iveb, Is a question to which I am not bold enough to
give a decided answer.